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                        NEWSLETTER Summer 2008

Examination Results

I am once again very pleased to report 100% success 
in Associated Board of the Royal Schools of Music 
Piano Examinations. Congratulations to the 
following:

Grade 8

Jonathan Crook





Grade 7

Sarah Ayre

Harriet Bilsborough

Jonathan Crook
Matthew Kimemia



Michael Riley



Tony Seprenji

Grade 6

Owen Clarridge

Grade 5

Rebecca Kadi
Marisa Wood
Grade 4

Louis Crust 


Rebecca Kadi



Mirej Patel

Grade 3

Rosanna Wood


Grade 2

Madeleine Crust



Rosanna Wood

Prep Test 
Nathaniel Anand

Extra congratulations to the highest mark scorers who gained excellent Distinctions at Grade 7, Tony Seprenji (136), Michael Riley (134) and Harriet Bilsborough (133). 

News of Former Students
Congratulations to Amy Anand and Frances Robertson who have successfully completed their Music Degrees at Oxford Brookes and Brunel Universities, West London respectively.
Music Festivals
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In the Beckenham Music Festival, held in November 2007, Tony Seprenji gained Honours and second place in the Grade 6 and 7 Class  with 87 marks, and Honours in the 15 and 16 year Recital Class. Sarah Ayre and Jennifer Ayre  achieved Honours  in the Family Duet Class, and Michael Riley  and Tony Seprenji  won 1st place with Honours and 88 marks in the Open Duet Class. 
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Although we had some entries in this year’s Bromley Music Festival, the largest number of participants performed in the Blackheath Music Festival which took place in May 2008. Particularly popular categories were the non-competitive Duet with Teacher Classes. Participants were Jennifer Ayre, Sarah Ayre, Jasmine Chin, Ben Chin, Gareth Clarridge, Veronica Kadi, Maya White and Rosanna Wood. In the Grade Examination Classes Owen Clarridge (Grade 6), Rebecca Kadi (Grade 5) and Rosanna Wood (Grade 3) performed well, as did Tony Seprenji, Gareth Clarridge, Ben Chin and Jasmine Chin in the Recital Classes. Ben and Jasmine did exceptionally well as Ben was placed in the Outstanding  Category and Jasmine gained a Distinction. Michael Riley  and Tony Seprenji  played a Dvorak Slavonic Dance, and this was a highlight of the Open Duet Class, and Michael Riley  performed in the Piano Concerto Class. All participants achieved Merits, Commended or higher categories. 

Dartford Symphony Orchestra Young Musician 2008
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Michael Riley had a wonderful opportunity when he played the first movement of Mozart’s Piano Concerto in A major K488 with the Dartford Symphony Orchestra in a concert held at the Mick Jagger Centre in March 2008. The first part of the concert had a competitive element, and 6 young players of school age had been selected to play concerto movements on a variety of  instruments. Michael was very well received by a capacity audience and won the Audience Prize. The second part of the concert was devoted to Symphony No. 3 ‘Rhenish’ by Schumann, and the concert was conducted by former student, David Grubb.


Concert at Christ Church Bexleyheath
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Christ Church Bexleyheath was the venue for An Evening of Music on July 7th 2008. We heard solo items and duets by Beethoven, Bizet, Debussy, Dvorak, Gershwin, Khachaturian, Mozart, Puccini and Schubert, as well as music in popular styles. As the examinations took place a few days after the summer concert, we heard students playing up to 3 of their examination pieces from Grades 3, 5, 6 and 8. The concert programme and this Newsletter feature pictures of several students who have been taking music lessons for ten years or more.

Appearing for the first time in these concerts were Gareth Clarridge, Owen Clarridge and Andrew Copp. Congratulations to them and also to the following more experienced players. They all worked really hard and achieved such a high standard: Nathaniel Anand, Michael Ashley-Lahiff, Roseanne Ashley-Lahiff, Jennifer Ayre, Jonathan Crook, Michael Crook, Rebecca Kadi, Veronica Kadi, Matthew Kimemia, Michael Riley, Tony Seprenji, Marisa Wood and Rosanna Wood. 

Geoffrey Molyneux (August 2008)
